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tax revenue. Typical is a recent ad sell-
ing a guide to offshore tax shelters
that ran in the Wall Street Journal.
Featuring a happy, smiling, bikini-clad
couple, sipping cocktails on the beach,
obviously enjoying the good life at
someone else’s expense, the ad prom-
ised, ‘‘Live simply and easily make a
tax-free fortune using the world’s most
exotic places,’’ and you can do all this,
it claimed, ‘‘in complete privacy and
full protection from everyone, includ-
ing your spouse, competitors, partners
and more.’’

Such schemes suggest the challenge
that we face. Surely if locally owned
businesses in central Texas can play by
the rules, the big boys should, too. The
Abusive Tax Shelter Shutdown Act is
not a panacea but it will help law en-
forcement close some loopholes, elimi-
nate the sham transactions and stop
the hustlers.

As we say in Texas, move ’em out and
shut ’em down.

f

TURKEY MUST ACCEPT KURDISH
PEACE OFFER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 19, 1999, the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) is recognized
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, there
are some who call it the ‘‘trial of the
century.’’ Abdullah Ocalan, the impris-
oned Kurdish rebel leader, is on trial
before a Turkish military tribunal. The
trial could hardly be called fair. Mr.
Ocalan, who faces the death penalty if
convicted, has been denied access to his
lawyers. His legal team has faced a pat-
tern of harassment and threats.

The Turkish government and media
have stirred up nationalistic passions
against Mr. Ocalan. If the Turkish gov-
ernment forges ahead with legally rail-
roading Mr. Ocalan and the threat to
hang him is carried out, the result
would be disastrous for all the people
of the region. Yet interestingly
enough, the trial of Mr. Ocalan has cre-
ated a potentially positive and long
overdue opening towards reconciliation
between the Turkish and Kurdish peo-
ples.

Standing in the dock at his show
trial, Mr. Ocalan made a brave plea for
a negotiated, Democratic solution to
the Kurdish question. Mr. Ocalan’s or-
ganization, the Kurdish workers’s
party known as the PKK, has an-
nounced its support for Mr. Ocalan’s
peace offer. With the media attention
that the trial is attracting, putting the
Kurdish issue in the spotlight to an al-
most unprecedented degree, Turkey
could vastly improve its international
standing by simply agreeing to begin
negotiations with the Kurdish leaders
but, sadly, Mr. Speaker, so far the
Turkish government has rejected the
path to peace insisting that it will not
negotiate with Mr. Ocalan or any lead-
ers of the Kurdish movement.

Yesterday’s Washington Post had an
editorial entitled, ‘‘Turkey’s Kurdish

Opening,’’ which begins with these
words: ‘‘Turkey may have a once in a
generation opening to treat its na-
tional cancer, the problem of its ag-
grieved Turkish minority.’’

The editorial in the Post, a paper
that has previously shown sympathy to
the Turkish point of view on a number
of issues, notes that the Turkish policy
of relentless military and political at-
tack on the Kurdish movement dooms
Turkey to a conflict that sets it at
odds with the human Democratic val-
ues of the western nations whose com-
pany it most values.

That is the bind, Mr. Speaker, that
Turkey has put itself into. Turkey is a
member of NATO and has sought mem-
bership in the European Union, so far
unsuccessfully. At the same time, Tur-
key continues not only to wage a dirty
war against a minority community
within its borders but to repress and
essentially deny the existence of a dis-
tinct Kurdish identity, language or cul-
ture.

In the meantime, Turkey’s economic
development, levels of education, infra-
structure, development and standard of
living, lag far behind European stand-
ards while scarce resources are squan-
dered on its ongoing war against the
Kurds. It is a cycle that must be bro-
ken.

As The Washington Post editorial
concludes, ‘‘Friends of Turkey must
hope it can muster the courage to
broaden its perspective and to conduct
an honest exploration of the Ocalan
initiative.’’

Mr. Speaker, two recent articles in
the New York Times suggest unfortu-
nately that the Turkish political and
military establishment is a long way
from making this major leap. Last Fri-
day, it was reported that Turkey’s best
known human rights advocate, Akin
Birdal, entered prison to serve a 91⁄2
month sentence for giving speeches
judged subversive.

What was his subversive activity?
Mr. Birdal, chairman of the Human
Rights Association, has repeatedly
urged the Turkish state to reach a
peaceful settlement with Kurdish
rebels. Now, as the article reports, such
statements constitute support for ter-
rorism under Turkish law. This same
law has recently been used to convict
two journalists, a university professor
and an aide to Mr. Birdal. While some
brave Turks, including the country’s
top judge, have called for repeal of the
law, the hardline regime refuses to give
in.

Mr. Speaker, in an effort to encour-
age the U.S. Government to play a con-
structive role in heading off the crisis
in Turkey, my colleague, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FILNER)
and I, are circulating a letter this week
asking our colleagues to sign a letter
to President Clinton urging his inter-
vention to implore that the Turkish
authorities show some basic fairness in
trying Mr. Ocalan and to spare his life.
Seeking a fair trial for Mr. Ocalan
should be the first step in our efforts to

press Turkey to enter into negotiations
to achieve a political solution to this
tragic struggle.

Mr. Ocalan and his Kurdish organiza-
tion have offered an olive branch to the
Turkish government. It would be both
the decent and the smart thing to do
for Turkey to accept this good faith
offer and to embark on the path of
peace.

In fact, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Ocalan made sev-
eral previous cease-fire offers prior to his ar-
rest—all of which were summarily rejected by
the Turkish government and military officials.

An article in Sunday’s New York Times fur-
ther describes the hardening of official atti-
tudes in Turkey. According to the article, the
Turkish Interior Ministry has issued a directive
listing terms that must be used when dis-
cussing Mr. Ocalan, his movement or Kurds in
general. The rules are binding on all reporters
for state-run news agencies. It represents an-
other example of the ongoing pattern of incit-
ing nationalistic fear and distrust of the PKK,
while trying to blind the Turkish people to the
Kurds, their history, their culture and the valid-
ity of their struggle.

Mr. Speaker, the Turkish regime refuses to
even acknowledge the Kurds’ existence, refer-
ring to them as ‘‘mountain Turks,’’ prohibiting
all expression of Kurdish culture and language
in an effort to forcibly assimilate them, while
jailing, torturing and killing Kurdish leaders.
The Government of Turkey’s undeclared war
on the Kurds has claimed close to 40,000
lives and caused more than 3 million people to
become refugees.

f

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. There
being no further requests for morning
hour debates, pursuant to clause 12,
rule I, the House will stand in recess
until 10 a.m.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 11 min-
utes a.m.) the House stood in recess
until 10 a.m.

f

b 1000

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SHAW) at 10 a.m.

f

PRAYER

The Reverend Dr. Peter M. Kurowski,
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, California,
Missouri, offered the following prayer:

Let us pray. Lord God, enlighten us
to see that unless You build the house,
in vain the artisans toil; and unless
You stand sentry upon a nation, in
vain do our guardians watch. Open our
eyes to see Your awesome fingerprints
in creation, Your amazing footprints in
the realm of redemption, and Your ar-
chitectural imprints upon the docu-
ments which helped to give birth to
this Republic. May these revelations
move citizens everywhere to walk hum-
bly, do justice, and show compassion.
Inspire a desire in Americans every-
where to absorb the Biblical book of
Ecclesiastes so that as a nation we do
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not repeat the melancholy moments in
history. We ask this in the name of the
Wisdom of the ages, the Savior of sin-
ners, Jesus Christ. Amen.

f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHAW). The Chair has examined the
Journal of the last day’s proceedings
and announces to the House his ap-
proval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on
agreeing to the Chair’s approval of the
Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Chair’s approval of
the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
KNOLLENBERG) come forward and lead
the House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KNOLLENBERG led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

INTRODUCING THE GUEST
CHAPLAIN

(Mr. SKELTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I take
this opportunity to introduce to the
House the guest chaplain who is with
us today, the Reverend Dr. Peter M.
Kurowski. The Reverend is affection-
ately referred to as ‘‘Pastor Pete’’ by
his congregation at St. Paul’s Lu-
theran Church in California, Missouri,
which is located in Missouri’s Fourth
Congressional District.

In recent years, I have had the privi-
lege of getting to know Pastor Pete
through our discussions of history and
the Missouri Tigers. I have found his
spiritual guidance to be uplifting as
well as inspirational. Pastor Pete,
along with his wife of 25 years, Janice,
continue to make such an outstanding
contribution to their communities.

A native of Green Bay, Wisconsin,
Pastor Pete has attended Oshkosh
State University, Concordia College

and Fort Wayne Senior College. He
later attended Concordia Seminary in
St. Louis, Missouri.

He has served congregations in St.
Louis, Missouri, Joylston, Illinois, and
New Orleans, Louisiana, prior to serv-
ing the California, Missouri commu-
nity.

Pastor Pete is the author of the
book, Lifelines of Love, and has done
script writing for the Lutheran Lay-
man League animated video ‘‘Red
Boots for Christmas.’’ He has also writ-
ten a number of theological and sports
articles for various periodicals.

I am truly proud to have such a dis-
tinguished leader from California, Mis-
souri give the opening prayer to my
colleagues here in the House this morn-
ing.

f

VOTE ‘‘NO’’ ON H.R. 45, NUCLEAR
WASTE POLICY ACT OF 1999

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, the Com-
mittee on Commerce recently amended
H.R. 45, the Nuclear Waste Policy Act
of 1999 to exempt the $8 billion Nuclear
Waste Fund from the Budget Enforce-
ment Act. So what does this mean?
Well, this move to take the nuclear
waste budget off-budget would open the
floodgates for unrestricted, uncon-
trolled spending.

By taking H.R. 45 off-budget, we will
permit funding increases without the
necessary offsets and provide for little
or no congressional oversight and ac-
countability, all in the name of nuclear
waste.

By fragmenting the budget to accom-
modate nuclear waste interests, we
would set a dangerous precedent that
every other trust fund would undoubt-
edly attempt to follow.

As Members of Congress, we should
be concerned about any erosion of our
commitment to budget discipline. Let
us not forget that there are several
hundred trusts and special funds in ex-
istence today, with only Social Secu-
rity and the Postal Service receiving
this special status of off-budget.

I would encourage my colleagues to
uphold their commitment to fiscal re-
sponsibility and vote ‘‘no’’ on H.R. 45.
Let us not make nuclear waste more
important than our Social Security,
Medicare, seniors and children.

f

CRA IS A VITAL SUCCESS STORY
(Mr. VENTO asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, the Com-
munity Reinvestment Act is a success.
Community reinvestment means banks
responding to creditworthy applicants
in their local neighborhoods or towns.
Congress must maintain this vital pol-
icy, not undercut it.

CRA means safe and sound business
for financial institutions. That is the

key requirement of the 1977 law. CRA’s
bank success is meeting people oppor-
tunities that safe and sound business
represents.

In my home district, the University
National Bank is serving Frogtown, an
inner city community in St. Paul. This
bank has received an outstanding CRA
rating for its efforts.

Amazingly, over 70 percent of the
loans in University Bank’s portfolio
qualify for CRA. Of the millions of dol-
lars these loans represent, they have
had losses totaling only $300. These
loans happened because every year Uni-
versity Bank officers are required to
make 500 calls, person-to-person, get-
ting outside the bank.

In telling the story of improving the
urban community, Bill Reiling, the
owner and president of the University
National Bank, states and I quote, ‘‘Be-
hind every statistic is a human success
story with repercussions that echo and
multiply a dozen-fold. How do you
measure the impact of a successful new
retail business that brings a new job
base? How do you measure the positive
effect of revitalizing a decaying neigh-
borhood?’’

Mr. Speaker, that is CRA. That is
how we measure it.

f

EGYPT

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
out of concern for what is happening in
the country of Egypt. Our State De-
partment’s Country Reports this year
detail security and police abuses
against citizens from minority back-
grounds.

The Reports detailed one horrifying
situation in which police brutalized
over 1,200 Egyptian Coptik Christians
in the village of El-Kosheh. The official
Egyptian report of the incident, in re-
sponse, states that there was no tor-
ture or abuse.

Mr. Speaker, look at these photos.
We can see the wounds made on this
man’s flesh. We can see in the faces of
the little children who were dashed to
the ground and beaten while in their
mothers’ arms.

The apparent unwillingness of the
Egyptian Government to punish police
officers involved in these human rights
violations, or even admit that these
violations occurred is very unfortu-
nate.

Recent news reports suggest that the
police officers involved in these human
rights violations were not only not
punished but rewarded by the govern-
ment.

I urge the Egyptian Government to
take serious measures to correct police
brutality and correct the injustices
perpetrated against the minorities in
El-Kosheh.
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